[image: image2.png]> al

AUSTRALIAN SOLAR INSTITUTE




ASI Research Scholarship and Fellowship Guidelines 
July 2010
Contact Information
For further information about ASI contact:



Australian Solar Institute
Attention: Research Investment Manager



CSIRO Energy Centre, 10 Murray Dwyer Circuit



Mayfield West NSW 2304
P.O. Box 330, 
Newcastle NSW 2300
Email: guidelines@australiansolarinstitute.com.au
Enquiries to 

Sally O’Brien
Australian Solar Institute



Ph:  02 4960 6300



email: guidelines@australiansolarinstitute.com.au
ASI Research Scholarship and Fellowship Guidelines 
ABOUT THE AUSTRALIAN SOLAR INSTITUTE
The Australian Solar Institute (ASI) is a company limited by guarantee that is subject to the Commonwealth Authorities and Companies (CAC) Act.  It is part of the Australian Government’s Resources, Energy and Tourism portfolio and is supported by a funding commitment from 2009 – 2012 of AUD$100 million.  The Commonwealth is initially the sole member of ASI with the intention that the ASI will attract new partners and investors over time so that it will be sustained beyond its initial four year term.  ASI is part of the Australian Government’s Clean Energy Initiative which includes a commitment to develop a suite of cost-effective low emission energy technologies.  The Australian Government has also set a renewable energy target of 20% by 2020.
ROLE
ASI invests in research and development (R&D) to accelerate market innovation in photovoltaic (PV) and concentrating solar thermal (CST) technologies which have the future potential to significantly reduce the levelised cost of solar energy compared to existing stationary electricity generation. 
Skills development, knowledge building, and strengthening collaboration between Australian and international solar research and industrial expertise are also aims of the ASI.  This includes dissemination of the knowledge and insights gained from the Australian Government’s AUD$1.5bn Solar Flagships program.
RESEARCH INVESTMENT OBJECTIVES
ASI’s objectives for its research investments are to:
· Advance and accelerate innovative solar CST and PV technologies in Australia;
· Drive research that will have a major impact on the efficiency and cost effectiveness of solar technologies to increase their competitiveness with other stationary energy generation;
· Retain local and attract international expertise in solar energy research to Australia;
· Support the growth in skills and capacity in solar technologies for the domestic and international market;
· Advance the knowledge base and reduce barriers to deployment of solar energy in Australia (for example projects which examine economic, policy and structural issues (such as grid and transmission development needs, finance sector engagement, and hybrids).
ABOUT AUSTRALIAN SOLAR INSTITUTE RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIPS AND FELLOWSHIPS
ASI Research Scholarships and Fellowships are available to support high calibre candidates whose research will lead to the advancement of innovation in Australian solar research, development and industry.  The Scholarships are offered for PhDs and Fellowships are offered for Post Doctoral Research, the conditions and requirements of which are summarised in the table below.
	  Category
	Qualifications
	Tenure or Salary support from ASI
	Eligibility Criteria

	PhD Scholarship
	The candidate must:
have a first or upper second class honours degree in a related field.
Supervisor(s) are confirmed and  at least one has provided written endorsement for project – Part 17 of the Scholarship application form requires an up to 200 word statement of support for project and its value to ASI Objectives by Supervisor 1;
not have been awarded an ASI Research Scholarship or an Australian Postgraduate Research Award previously.
complete the ASI Scholarship (PhD) Application Form provided at the end of these Guidelines.

	Three years, tax free stipend of $35,000 pa 
Up to $5,000 available on request for project costs or travel where incurring the costs can be shown to assist in delivery of the Scholarship
	The Candidate must:
be an Australian citizen or permanent resident;
undertake full time study;
be accepted at a recognised education institution;
be undertaking or intend to enrol in 2011;
not have completed a degree at the same level or higher level as the proposed candidature;
not expect to receive another equivalent award or scholarship to undertake the proposed study which is greater than 50% of the stipend rate; 
be free to take up a postgraduate award if offered, by Feb 28th  2011.  


	Post Doctoral Fellowship
	The candidate must:
have been awarded a PhD on or after March 2007; or 
be expecting to submit a PhD thesis before the end of 2010.
not have been awarded an ASI Research Fellowship for Post Doctoral Research previously.
complete the ASI Post Doctoral Research Fellowship Proposal Application Form provided at the end of these Guidelines.

	Three years, Salary and on-costs funded by ASI at 100%
	The Candidate must:
be an Australian citizen, permanent resident; or 
be able to obtain a valid study visa from the Australian Government for the duration of their research project.
www.immi.gov.au/students
undertake full time research;
be accepted at a recognised education institution;
be already undertaking or intend to start research activity in 2011;
have completed a post graduate degree in a related field;
not expect to receive another equivalent award or fellowship to undertake the proposed research  which is greater than 50% of the stipend rate; 
be free to take up a research activity if offered, by Feb 28th 2011.  



The ASI plans to call for Research Scholarship and Fellowship proposals once per year.  There are additional scholarships that may be offered by ASI on an ad hoc and on request basis.  These include overseas travel fellowships, industrial placements and senior research fellowships.  Further information on these scholarships will be available on ASI’s website from late August 2010.
Applications are now open for ASI Research Scholarships and Fellowships for full time study / research commencing in 2011.  The closing date for applications is 5pm August 5th 2010.  Applications will be assessed on merit by the ASI Research Advisory Committee.
1.  Applying for an ASI Research Scholarship or Fellowship
Applicants for PhDs are required to complete the ASI Scholarship (PhD) Application Form which is provided at the end of these Guidelines.  
Post Doctoral Fellowship applicants are required to complete the ASI Post Doctoral Research Fellowship Application Form, which is also provided at the end of these Guidelines.
Applicants must arrange for three referee reports to be submitted under a separate cover using ‘Confidential Report on ASI Scholarship / Fellowship Candidate Form’ which can be downloaded from the ASI website.
When completed, applications must be submitted to ASI in the following acceptable formats: 
i) A signed electronic copy of the application in PDF format by email to address below by 5pm (AEST) 5 August 2010:
ii) One (1) identical hard copy of the application to follow by mail to address below.
ALL APPLICATIONS TO ASI ARE EVALUATED ACCORDING TO THE APPLICATION FORMAT. THEY WILL NOT BE EVALUATED UNLESS ALL QUESTIONS ARE ANSWERED AND THE INFORMATION REQUESTED IS SUPPLIED TO A SUFFICIENTLY HIGH STANDARD.
Email to:
 guidelines@australiansolarinstitute.com.au 
Hand deliver to:
Australian Solar Institute

Attention: Research Investment Manager

CSIRO Energy Centre, 10 Murray Dwyer Circuit

Mayfield West NSW 2304
Post to:
P.O. Box 330, 

Newcastle NSW 2300
Enquiries to 
Sally O’Brien

Australian Solar Institute

Ph:  02 4960 6300

email: guidelines@australiansolarinstitute.com.au 
2.  Selection Criteria
The, criteria used in selecting successful applicants are:
1. Strong academic record as evidenced through academic transcripts;
2. Expectation of first or upper second class honours;
3. For PhDs at least one supervisor has expressed support for the project, the supervisors’ and institutions’ standing in the proposed research area;
4. Demonstrated research ability (for undergraduates demonstrated potential) of the applicant; 
5. Quality and relevance of the thesis topic (for PhDs) or research project (for postdoctoral fellows)  to the Objectives of ASI;
6. Three satisfactory referee reports submitted by the closing date.
3.  Reporting Requirements
If successful, for PhDs supervisors must ensure that ASI receives progress reports, a final report and a bound copy of the scholarship recipient’s final research thesis.  For Post Doctoral Research Fellowships, submission of all Reports to ASI will be the responsibility of the Research Fellow.
· Progress Reports 
By 30th September of each year during which the recipient receives ASI funds, a standard ASI Progress Report must be submitted. For PhDs this is the responsibility of the Supervisor, for Post Doctoral Research Fellows this is the responsibility of the Research Fellow.   Templates for Reports will be available on the ASI website.   The ASI may request that award recipients present status reports of their research from time to time to relevant stakeholder groups.

Accompanying the Progress Report must be any relevant academic progress reports in accordance with the Research Organisation’s normal procedures.  The reports are expected to describe the recipients carrying out of the research and in the case of PhDs will contain comments by the supervisor on the recipient’s progress and achievements and whether they are fulfilling the requirements of the postgraduate course in which they are enrolled.
· Final Report
Within 3 months of the scholarship or fellowship completion date a standard ASI Final Report must be submitted.  For PhDs this is the responsibility of the supervisor, for Post Doctoral Research Fellows this is the responsibility of the Research Fellow.  Templates will be available on ASI website.
· Final Research Thesis (or equivalent Report)
The recipient’s final research thesis or final research paper must be provided to the ASI:
a. Within 18 months after the end of the scholarship period; and
b. Within 30 days of the final research thesis or final research paper being placed in the Research Organisation’s library or otherwise being made publicly available.
4.  Payment of ASI funds
Scholarship and fellowship funds are paid directly to the relevant Research Organisation in instalments.  The first instalment is paid up front.  Subsequent instalments are paid after progress reports are received and approved by the ASI.  The ASI will withhold half of the final instalment until the recipient’s final research thesis or final research paper is received by ASI. Payments are not made subject to any condition of becoming an employee of ASI, or entering into a contract for labour.
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